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A ratio between gas conductances of a main gas passage and
a plurality of branch gas passages is increased. A plasma
processing apparatus is an apparatus for plasma-processing
an object to be processed by exciting gas, and includes a
processing container; a gas supply source for supplying a
desired gas; a main gas passage distributing the gas supplied
from the gas supply source; a plurality of branch gas passages
connected to a lower stream side of the main gas passage; a
plurality of throttle portions formed on the plurality of branch
gas passages to narrow the branch gas passages; and one, two,
or more gas discharging holes per each of the branch gas
passages, for discharging the gas that has passed through the
plurality of throttle portions formed on the plurality of branch
gas passages into the processing container.
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CROSS-SECTIONAL VIEW TAKEN ALONG LINE 10-10
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CROSS-SECTIONAL VIEW TAKEN ALONG LINE 12-12
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1
PLASMA PROCESSING APPARATUS AND
PLASMA PROCESSING METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a plasma processing appa-
ratus and a plasma processing method for generating plasma
by using electromagnetic waves and performing a plasma
process on an object to be processed and, more particularly to
an introduction of gas into a processing chamber.

BACKGROUND ART

In a plasma processing apparatus, a process such as a film
formation or an etching that is accompanied with chemical
reaction is performed. During performing the process, in
order to generate the uniform plasma throughout an entire
surface of the object to be processed, a density of a gas
required to perform the process and a density of a reaction gas
generated due to the chemical reaction should be constant.
The gas is introduced into the processing chamber through a
plurality of gas discharging holes that are formed with sub-
stantially regular pitches on a surface facing the object to be
processed (for example, refer to Patent Document 1).

However, even when the plurality of gas discharging holes
are formed with regular pitches, flow amount of the gas dis-
charged from the gas discharging hole that is close to a gas
supply source may be greater than flow amount of the gas
discharged from the gas discharging hole that is far from the
gas supply source. For example, when the gas is distributed
from a main gas passage to a plurality of branch gas passages,
if a gas conductance of the main gas passage is not sufficiently
greater than the gas conductance of the branch gas passages,
asufficient amount of gas is discharged from the gas discharg-
ing hole formed on a branch gas passage that is close to the gas
supply source, while the amount of gas reaching the branch
gas passage that is far from the gas supply source is small, and
thus, the branch gas passage that is far from the gas supply
source may not discharge a sufficient amount of gas. Thus, the
density of gas in the processing chamber is not uniform, and
thus, the plasma may be generated nonuniformly. To avoid the
above phenomenon, a gas supplying path should be designed
so that the gas conductance of the main gas passage is suffi-
ciently greater than the gas conductance of the plurality of
branch gas passages, and thus, the gas may be distributed
evenly from the main gas passage to the branch gas passages.
(Patent Document 1) Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication

No. hei 2-114530

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION
Technical Problem

As away of increasing the gas conductance of the main gas
passage to be sufficiently greater than the gas conductance of
the branch gas passages, the number of gas discharging holes
may be reduced. However, when the number of the gas dis-
charging holes is reduced, flow rate of the gas supplied to the
object to be processed is not constant, and thus, the process
cannot be performed uniformly.

Thus, as another way of increasing the gas conductance of
the main gas passage to be sufficiently greater than the gas
conductance of the branch gas passages, diameters of the gas
discharging holes may be reduced. However, if the diameters
of'the gas discharging holes are reduced, the flow rate of gas
reaches to a sound velocity of 360 m/s, and then, the gas
discharged into the processing chamber is excessively agi-
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tated and the flow of the gas is scattered so as to excessively
prompt chemical reactions. Thus, the process may not be
performed well.

Thus, the present invention is to provide a plasma process-
ing apparatus, which may increase a ratio between a gas
conductance of a main gas passage and a gas conductance of
a plurality of branch gas passages.

Technical Solution

To solve the above problems, according to an aspect of the
present invention, there is provided a plasma processing
apparatus for plasma-processing an object to be processed by
exciting a gas, wherein the plasma processing apparatus
includes: a processing container; a gas supply source which
supplies a desired gas; a main gas passage through which the
gas supplied from the gas supply source flows into the appa-
ratus; a plurality of branch gas passages connected to a lower
stream side of the main gas passage; a plurality of throttle
portions which are formed on the plurality of branch gas
passages to narrow the branch gas passages; and one, two, or
more gas discharging holes per each of the branch gas pas-
sages which discharge the gas that has passed through the
plurality of throttle portions formed on the plurality of branch
gas passages into the processing container.

According to this invention, the plurality of throttle por-
tions for narrowing the plurality of branch gas passages are
formed on the plurality of branch gas passages. Accordingly,
aratio between gas conductances of the main gas passage and
the plurality of branch gas passages may be increased. For
example, the gas conductance of the throttle portion when the
desired gas flows may be smaller than a sum of gas conduc-
tance of the one, two, or more gas discharging holes formed
on a lower stream side of the corresponding throttle portion,
and may be smaller than a gas conductance of the main gas
passage. Thus, the gas may be distributed evenly to the plu-
rality of branch gas passages from the main gas passage
without regard to a distance from the gas supply source, and
accordingly, the gas may be uniformly supplied to the pro-
cessing chamber.

In addition, since the throttle portion is formed to be adja-
cent to the main gas passage to adjust the gas conductance at
a basis of the branch gas passages, and thus, there is no need
to adjust the gas conductance by narrowing the gas discharg-
ing holes formed on front ends of the branch gas passages as
in the past. Therefore, the gas may be introduced into the
processing chamber as a laminar flow while preventing the
flow rate of the gas discharged into the processing chamber
reaching the sound velocity and reducing the flow rate of the
gas. Consequently, density of the gas in the processing cham-
ber may be uniform, and the plasma may be generated uni-
formly.

The gas conductance of the throttle portion when the
desired gas flows may be smaller than a sum of gas conduc-
tance of the one, two, or more gas discharging holes formed
on a lower stream side of the corresponding throttle portion,
and may be smaller than a gas conductance of the main gas
passage.

The main gas passage and the plurality of branch gas pas-
sages may be buried in a lid of the processing container that
faces the object to be processed.

The plurality of branch gas passages may be arranged at
substantially regular pitches.

When it is assumed that the gas conductance of each
throttle portion when the desired gas flows is Cr and the
number of gas discharging holes formed on the lower stream
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side of the corresponding each throttle portion is N, values of
Cr/N of the plurality of throttle portions may be substantially
the same as each other.

When it is assumed that the gas conductance of each
throttle portion when the desired gas flows is Cr and the
number of gas discharging holes formed on the lower stream
side of the corresponding each throttle portion is N, a value of
Cr/N may be increased as the throttle portion becomes closer
to a periphery portion of the plasma processing apparatus
from a center of the plasma processing apparatus. Accord-
ingly, the flow amount of the gas supplied to the periphery
portion may be greater than the flow amount of the gas sup-
plied to the center portion, and thus, density of plasma at the
periphery portion may be maintained to be a predetermined
level or higher.

As the throttle portion becomes closer to the periphery
portion of the plasma processing apparatus from a center of
the plasma processing apparatus, diameters of the gas dis-
charging holes may become larger. From the above structure,
a discharging speed of the gas may be maintained constantly,
and at the same time, the flow amount of the gas at a portion
that is far from the center of the plasma processing apparatus
may be greater than the flow amount of the gas at a portion
that is close to the center of the plasma processing apparatus.

Each of the plurality of throttle portions may be a tubule
having the substantially same inner diameter. The conduc-
tance may be adjusted by controlling a length of the throttle
while the inner diameter of the throttle portion is maintained
constantly.

Each of the plurality of throttle portions may be a tubule
having the substantially same inner diameter.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a plasma processing apparatus including: a pro-
cessing container which is formed of metal and receives a
substrate that is plasma-processed; an electromagnetic wave
source which supplies electromagnetic waves required to
excite the plasma to inside of the processing container; one,
two, or more dielectric plates which are disposed on a lower
surface of a lid of the processing container, are partially
exposed to inside of the processing container, and transmit the
electromagnetic wave supplied from the electromagnetic
wave source to inside of the processing container; and a
surface wave propagating unit which propagates the electro-
magnetic wave along a metal surface exposed to inside of the
processing container and is provided adjacent to the dielectric
plate, wherein the plasma processing apparatus includes: a
gas supply source which supplies a desired gas; and a plural-
ity of gas discharging holes which discharge the gas supplied
from the gas supply source to inside of the processing con-
tainer.

According to this invention, the electromagnetic wave may
be propagated along a metal surface exposed inside the pro-
cessing container. Accordingly, the gas discharged from the
plurality of gas discharging holes may be dissociated uni-
formly, and plasma may be generated with high uniformity.

The plasma processing apparatus may further include a
metal electrode that is adjacent to the dielectric plate, and the
plurality of gas discharging holes may include a plurality of
first gas discharging holes formed in the metal electrode, and
the gas is introduced into the processing container from the
plurality of first gas discharging holes.

The plasma processing apparatus may further include a
metal cover that is disposed to be adjacent to the dielectric
plate on the lower surface of the lid of the processing con-
tainer, on which the dielectric plate is not disposed, and the
plurality of gas discharging holes may include a plurality of
second gas discharging holes formed in the metal cover, and
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the gas is introduced into the processing container from the
plurality of second gas discharging holes in the metal cover.

The plasma processing apparatus may further include a
side cover that is adjacent to the dielectric plate and disposed
on an outer portion of the dielectric plate on the lower surface
of'the lid of the processing container, on which the dielectric
plate is not disposed, and the plurality of gas discharging
holes may include a plurality of second gas discharging holes
formed in the side cover, and the gas is introduced into the
processing container from the plurality of second gas dis-
charging holes in the side cover.

Since the plurality of gas discharging holes are formed in
the metal electrode, the metal cover, and the side cover, etch-
ing of the dielectric plate and adhesion of the reaction prod-
ucts to the inner wall of the processing container may be
suppressed which were conventionally generated, and
thereby reducing contamination or particles. In addition, it is
easy to process the apparatus, and expenses may be reduced
greatly.

A first gas passage may be formed inside the metal elec-
trode, and the gas may be introduced into the processing
container from the plurality of first gas discharging holes
through the first gas passage.

A first gas passage may be formed between the metal
electrode and the dielectric plate, and the gas may be intro-
duced into the processing container from the plurality of first
gas discharging holes through the first gas passage.

The first gas passage may be a groove formed on at least
one of a surface of the metal electrode, which is adjacent to
the dielectric plate, and a surface of the dielectric plate, which
is adjacent to the metal electrode.

A second gas passage may be formed in at least one of the
metal cover and the side cover, and the gas may be introduced
into the processing container from the plurality of second gas
discharging holes through the second gas passage.

A second gas passage may be formed between at least one
of'the metal cover and the side cover and the lid, and the gas
may be introduced into the processing container from the
plurality of second gas discharging holes through the second
gas passage.

The second gas passage may be a groove formed in at least
one of surfaces of the metal cover and the side cover, which
are adjacent to the lid, or a surface of the 1id, which is adjacent
to the metal cover and the side cover.

The groove may have a depth of 0.2 mm or less. By using
the depth of the groove in which a mean free path of electrons
is considered, the electrons may actively collide with a wall of
the gas passages so as to prevent an abnormal discharge
generating in the gas passage.

The dielectric plate and the metal electrode may be fixed on
the 1id by using a screw, the metal cover and the side cover
may be fixed on a main body of the lid by using a screw, and
the first and second gas passages may be connected to third
gas passages or fifth gas passages formed in inner portions or
side surfaces of the screws.

The first gas discharging holes and the second gas dis-
charging holes formed in at least one of the metal cover and
the side cover may be arranged substantially at regular
pitches.

A plurality of branch gas passages may be formed in the
screws that fix the dielectric plate and the metal electrode on
the lid, the third gas passages may be formed in the plurality
of screws, the plurality of gas discharging holes may include
a plurality of third gas discharging holes formed in the plu-
rality of screws, and the gas may be introduced into the
processing container from the plurality of third gas discharg-
ing holes through the third gas passages.
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The gas conductance of the plurality of third gas discharg-
ing holes may be smaller than the gas conductance of the third
gas passages.

The third gas discharging hole may be formed as a cylinder,
and diameters and lengths of the first, second, and third gas
discharging holes may be substantially the same as each
other.

The first gas discharging holes and the second gas dis-
charging holes may be arranged at substantially regular
pitches.

The first gas discharging holes, the second gas discharging
holes, and the third gas discharging holes are arranged at
substantially regular pitches.

At least any of the first gas discharging holes, the second
gas discharging holes, and the third gas discharging holes
may be formed on a convex portion that is formed on a metal
surface of at least one of the metal electrode, the metal cover,
and the side cover.

A fourth gas passage may be formed on an inner side
surface of the screw, and the gas that has passed through the
third gas passage may be introduced into the first or second
gas passage through the fourth gas passage.

The gas conductances of the first gas passage, the second
gas passage, and the third gas passage may be greater than the
gas conductance of the fourth gas passage.

The gas conductance of the third gas discharging hole may
be the substantially same as the gas conductance of the fourth
gas passage.

The fourth gas passage and the third gas discharging hole
may be formed as cylinders, and diameter and length of the
fourth gas passage may be the substantially same as the diam-
eter and length of the third gas discharging hole.

A fifth gas passage may be formed between the screw and
the lid, and the gas may be introduced into the plurality of first
gas discharging holes and the plurality of second gas dis-
charging holes from the first and second gas passages through
the fifth gas passage.

A sixth gas passage that introduces the gas that has passed
through the main gas passage to the fifth gas passage may be
formed.

The sixth gas passage may be disposed so as to be inclined
toward the object to be processed.

The throttle portion may be disposed to be adjacent to the
main gas passage so that the gas conductance of the sixth gas
passage is smaller than the gas conductance of the main gas
passage.

The throttle portion may be disposed to be adjacent to the
main gas passage so that the gas conductance of the third gas
passage is smaller than the gas conductance of the main gas
passage.

The plurality of gas discharging holes may include a plu-
rality of fifth gas discharging holes formed in the 1id that is
exposed to inside of the processing container, and the gas may
be introduced into the processing container from the plurality
of fitth gas discharging holes.

The metal electrode may be provided on each surface of the
dielectric plates that face the processing container, the plural-
ity of gas discharging holes may include a plurality of first gas
discharging holes formed in the metal electrode, and the gas
may be introduced into the processing container from the
plurality of fifth gas discharging holes and the first gas dis-
charging holes.

A seventh gas passage may be formed inside the lid, and the
gas may be introduced into the processing container from the
fifth gas discharging holes through the seventh gas passage.
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The first gas discharging hole and the fifth gas discharging
hole may be formed as cylinders, and diameters and lengths
of'the first and fifth gas discharging holes may be the substan-
tially same as each other.

The gas conductance of the fifth gas discharging hole and
the gas conductance of the third gas discharging hole may be
the substantially same as each other.

The plurality of third gas discharging holes may have the
substantially same size as the fifth gas discharging hole.

The main gas passage may be formed inside the lid, and a
plurality of main gas passages may distribute the gas into the
plurality of branch gas passages.

The lid may include an upper lid and a lower lid, and the
main gas passage may be formed on a boundary between the
upper lid and the lower lid.

The plasma processing apparatus may include a gas dis-
charging unit which is disposed between a space beneath the
lid and a space for receiving the substrate in the inner space of
the processing container, and discharges a gas supplied from
a gas supply source that is different from the gas supply
source toward the space for receiving the substrate.

The plasma processing apparatus may further include a
lower gas discharging member that is connected to a plurality
of branch gas passages and disposed in a space between the
lid and the object to be processed, and the gas may be trans-
ferred from the plurality of branch gas passages, which are
narrowed by the throttle portions, into the lower gas discharg-
ing member and introduced into the processing container
from the lower gas discharging member.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a plasma processing apparatus including: a pro-
cessing container which is formed of metal and receives a
substrate that is plasma-processed; an electromagnetic wave
source which supplies electromagnetic waves required to
excite the plasma in the processing container; one, two, or
more dielectric plates which are disposed on a lower surface
of a lid of the processing container, are partially exposed to
inside of the processing container, and transmit the electro-
magnetic wave supplied from the electromagnetic wave
source to inside of the processing container; and a surface
wave propagating unit which propagates the electromagnetic
wave along a metal surface exposed to inside of the process-
ing container, and disposed adjacent to the dielectric plates,
wherein the plasma processing apparatus includes: a first gas
supply source which supplies a first gas including a plasma
excitation gas; a second gas supply source which supplies a
desired second gas; a first gas discharging unit which dis-
charges the first gas supplied from the first gas supply source
into a first space that is an inner space of the processing
container, which is adjacent to the lower surface of the 1id; and
a second gas discharging unit which discharges the second
gas supplied from the second gas supply source into a second
space that is an inner space of the processing container
formed between the first space and a space for receiving the
substrate.

The second gas discharging unit may include a plurality of
gas passages passing through the inside of the lid and extend-
ing to near the second space, and at least one gas discharging
hole formed in each of the gas passages to discharge the
second gas into the second space.

The second gas discharging unit may be formed of a porous
material.

The second gas discharging unit may be a slit-shaped open-
ing.

The plurality of gas passages may include a first gas pipe
disposed substantially perpendicularly to the object to be
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processed, and a plurality of second gas pipes that are con-
nected to the first gas pipe in substantially with the object to
be processed.

The plurality of second gas pipes may be disposed at regu-
lar angle intervals around the first gas pipe.

A plurality of first gas pipes may be arranged at regular
pitches, and four second gas pipes may be connected to each
of the first gas pipes.

The plurality of gas discharging holes may be formed at
regular pitches in a surface of the plurality of second pipes,
which faces the object to be processed.

The plurality of gas passages may include third gas pipes
that are disposed at a predetermined angle with respect to the
object to be processed.

The third gas pipes extend from a plurality of portions on
the lower surface of the lid to near the second space and, on
each of the plurality of portions, a plurality of third gas pipes
are formed in different directions to each other at substan-
tially regular angle intervals.

The gas discharging holes may be formed on end portions
of the plurality of third gas pipes, and the gas discharging
holes may be arranged at substantially regular pitches on a
same plane that is parallel with the object to be processed.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a plasma processing apparatus for plasma-pro-
cessing an object to be processed by exciting a gas, the plasma
processing apparatus including: a processing container; a gas
supply source which supplies a desired gas; a main gas pas-
sage through which the gas supplied from the gas supply
source flows; a plurality of branch gas passages which are
connected to a lower stream side of the main gas passage; a
plurality of throttle portions which form on the plurality of
branch gas passages and narrow the branch gas passages; and
aplurality of lower gas discharging members which are fixed
on the plurality of branch gas passages to be disposed
between a lid and the object to be processed in the processing
container, include one, two, or more gas discharging units in
each of'the branch gas passages, and discharge the gas thathas
passed through the plurality of branch gas passages into a
space between the lid and the object to be processed.

According to this invention, a ratio between gas conduc-
tances of the main gas passage and the plurality of branch gas
passages may be increased by the throttle portions. Conse-
quently, the gas may be uniformly supplied to the processing
chamber, and there is no need to narrow the gas discharging
holes in consideration of the gas conductance, and accord-
ingly, the flow rate of the gas may be reduced to be introduced
as a laminar flow. Therefore, density of the gas in the process-
ing chamber may be uniform to generate the plasma uni-
formly.

The plurality of lower gas discharging members may be
fixed on a plurality of screws, in which the branch gas pas-
sages are formed, or integrally formed with the branch gas
passages.

The gas discharging units of the plurality of lower gas
discharging members may be formed of a porous material.

The gas discharging units of the plurality of lower gas
discharging members may be slit-shaped openings.

The plurality of lower gas discharging members may
include a first gas pipe disposed substantially perpendicularly
to the object to be processed, and a plurality of second gas
pipes that are connected to the first gas pipe in substantially
parallel with the object to be processed.

The plurality of second gas pipes may be arranged at regu-
lar angle intervals around the first gas pipe.
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A plurality of first gas pipes may be arranged at regular
pitches, and four second gas pipes may be connected to each
of the first gas pipes.

A plurality of fourth gas discharging holes may be formed
at regular pitches in surfaces of the plurality of second pipes,
which face the object to be processed.

Each of the plurality of lower gas discharging members
may include one, two, or more third gas pipes, and the gas
may be introduced into the processing container from the
plurality of fourth gas discharging holes formed in the third
gas pipes.

The plurality of lower gas discharging members may
include the plurality of third gas pipes, and the plurality of
third gas pipes may be fixed in a plurality of screws, in which
the branch gas passages are formed, and arranged at substan-
tially regular angle intervals around the plurality of screws.

Four third gas pipes may be connected to each of the
plurality of screws, and end portions of the four third gas
pipes may be arranged at regular pitches on a same plane that
is in parallel with the object to be processed.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a plasma processing method including: supplying
a desired gas from a gas supply source; passing the supplied
gas through a main gas passage; flowing the gas that has
passed through the main gas passage into an apparatus; dis-
charging the gas that has passed through a plurality of throttle
portions that are formed in a plurality of branch gas passages
connected to a lower stream side of the main gas stream for
narrowing the plurality of branch gas passages, to inside of'a
processing container through one, two, or more gas discharg-
ing holes that are formed on each of the plurality of branch gas
passages; and plasmatizing the discharged gas to perform the
plasma-process of an object to be processed in the processing
container.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a plasma processing method for plasma-process-
ing an object to be processed using a plasma processing
apparatus, which includes a processing container which is
formed of metal and receives a substrate to be plasma-pro-
cessed; an electromagnetic wave source which supplies elec-
tromagnetic waves required to excite the plasma in the pro-
cessing container; one, two, or more dielectric plates which
are disposed on a lower surface of a lid of the processing
container, are partially exposed to inside of the processing
container, and transmit the electromagnetic wave supplied
from the electromagnetic wave source to inside of the pro-
cessing container; and a surface wave propagating unit which
propagates the electromagnetic wave along a metal surface
exposed to inside of the processing container, and is disposed
adjacent to the dielectric plates, the method includes: supply-
ing a desired gas from a gas supply source; discharging the
supplied gas into the processing container from a plurality of
gas discharging holes, the plurality of gas discharging holes
include a plurality of fifth gas discharging holes formed in the
lid, wherein the gas discharged into the processing container
is excited by the electromagnetic wave introduced into the
processing container to perform the plasma-process of the
object to be processed.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a plasma processing method including: supplying
a desired gas from a gas supply source; passing the supplied
gas through a main gas passage; flowing the gas that has
passed through the main gas passage into a plurality of branch
gas passages that are connected to a lower stream side of the
main gas passage; discharging the gas that has passed through
a plurality of throttle portions that are formed in a plurality of
branch gas passages for narrowing the plurality of branch gas
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passages, to inside of a processing container through one,
two, or more gas discharging holes per each of the plurality of
branch gas passages, which are formed on a plurality of lower
gas discharging members that are fixed on the plurality of
branch gas passages to be disposed in a space between the lid
and the object to be processed in the processing container; and
plasmatizing the discharged gas to perform the plasma-pro-
cess of the object to be processed in the processing container.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a plasma processing apparatus including: a pro-
cessing container which is formed of metal and receives a
substrate to be plasma-processed; an electromagnetic wave
source which supplies electromagnetic waves required to
excite the plasma to inside of the processing container; one,
two, or more dielectric plates which are disposed on a lower
surface of a lid of the processing container, are partially
exposed to inside of the processing container, and transmit the
electromagnetic wave supplied from the electromagnetic
wave source to inside of the processing; and a surface wave
propagating unit which propagates the electromagnetic wave
along a metal surface exposed to inside of the processing
container and is disposed adjacent to the dielectric plates,
wherein the plasma processing apparatus further includes: a
gas supply source which supplies a desired gas; and a plural-
ity of gas discharging holes which discharge the gas supplied
from the gas supply source to inside of the processing con-
tainer, wherein the plurality of gas discharging holes include
a plurality of first gas discharging holes formed in the lid.

A metal electrode may be formed on each surface of the
dielectric plates that face the processing container, the plural-
ity of gas discharging holes may include a plurality of second
gas discharging holes formed in the metal electrode, and the
gas may be introduced into the processing container from the
plurality of first and second gas discharging holes.

Afirst gas passage may be formed inside the lid, and the gas
may be introduced into the processing container from the first
gas discharging holes after passing through the first gas pas-
sage.

A second gas passage may be formed between the metal
electrode and the dielectric plate, and the gas may be intro-
duced into the processing container from the plurality of
second gas discharging holes through the second gas passage.

The second gas passage may be a groove formed on at least
one of a surface of the metal electrode, which is adjacent to
the dielectric plate, and a surface of the dielectric plate, which
is adjacent to the metal electrode.

The lid may include a metal cover and a side cover that are
disposed on portions where the dielectric plates are not dis-
posed, and the plurality of first gas discharging holes may be
formed in the metal cover and the side cover.

A third gas passage that is connected to the first gas passage
may be formed inside the metal cover and the side cover or
between the metal cover and the side cover, and the lid, and
the gas may be introduced into the processing container from
the plurality of first gas discharging holes through the third
gas passage.

The third gas passage may be a groove formed on at least
one of the surfaces of the metal cover and the side cover,
which are adjacent to the lid, and the surface of the lid, which
is adjacent to the metal cover and the side cover.

The groove may have a depth of 0.2 mm or less.

The dielectric plate and the metal electrode may be
attached to the lid by using a first screw, the metal cover and
the side cover may be attached to a main body of the lid by
using a second screw, and the second and third gas passages
may be connected to the first gas passage through gas pas-
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sages formed in inner spaces of the first and second screws or
on side surfaces of the first and second screws.

The first and second gas discharging holes may be arranged
at substantially regular pitches.

The plasma processing apparatus may include a gas dis-
charging unit which is disposed between a space beneath the
lid and a space for receiving the substrate in the inner space of
the processing container and discharges a gas supplied from a
gas supply source that is different from the gas supply source
toward the space for receiving the substrate.

Advantageous Effects

As described above, according to the present invention, a
ratio between gas conductance of a main gas passage and gas
conductance of a plurality of branch gas passages may be
increased.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal-sectional view of a microwave
plasma processing apparatus according to an embodiment 1
of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 1-1 of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 3-3 of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 4A is a diagram of an apparatus for preventing gas
leakage from a periphery of a screw;

FIG. 4B is a diagram of an apparatus for preventing gas
leakage from a periphery of a screw;

FIG. 4C is a diagram of an apparatus for preventing gas
leakage from a periphery of a screw;

FIG. 4D is a diagram of an apparatus for preventing gas
leakage from a periphery of a screw;

FIG. 4E is a diagram of an apparatus for preventing gas
leakage from a periphery of a screw;

FIG. 5 is a graph showing a uniformity of a discharged gas
flow amount and a conductance ratio with respect to the
discharged gas flow amount;

FIG. 6 is a longitudinal-sectional view of a microwave
plasma processing apparatus according to a modified
example of an embodiment 1 shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is a longitudinal-sectional view of a microwave
plasma processing apparatus according to an embodiment 2
of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 4-4 of
FIG. 7,

FIG. 9 is a longitudinal and transverse sectional view and a
bottom surface view of a lower gas nozzle formed of a porous
material according to the embodiment 2 of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 10 is a longitudinal-sectional view of a microwave
plasma processing apparatus according to an embodiment 3
of the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 8-8 of
FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 is a longitudinal-sectional view of a microwave
plasma processing apparatus for semiconductor according to
a fourth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 10-10 of
FIG. 12;

FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view taken along aline 12-12 of
FIG. 12;

FIG. 15 is a longitudinal-sectional view of a microwave
plasma processing apparatus for semiconductor according to
a fifth embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG.16is across-sectional view taken alongaline 13-13 of
FIG. 15;

FIG. 17 is a longitudinal-sectional view of a microwave
plasma processing apparatus for semiconductor according to
a sixth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 18 is across-sectional view taken along aline 15-15 of
FIG. 17,

FIG. 19 is a longitudinal-sectional view of a microwave
plasma processing apparatus for semiconductor according to
a seventh embodiment of the present invention;

FIG.20is across-sectional view taken along aline17-17 of
FIG. 19; and

FIG. 21 is an image view of a plasma processing apparatus
for solar battery according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Hereinafter, the present invention will be described in
detail by explaining exemplary embodiments of the invention
with reference to the attached drawings. Like reference
numerals in the drawings denote like elements, and overlap-
ping descriptions thereof will be omitted.

Embodiment 1

A structure of a microwave plasma processing apparatus
10 according to an embodiment 1 of the present invention will
now be described with reference to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 schemati-
cally shows a longitudinal-sectional view of the microwave
plasma processing apparatus 10 according to the present
embodiment. FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view taken along a
line 2-O-0'-2 of FIG. 2. FIG. 2 shows a ceiling surface of the
microwave plasma processing apparatus 10, and is cross-
sectional view taken along a line 1-1 of FIG. 1. According to
the embodiment 1, an upper gas shower plate is formed on the
ceiling surface.

(Outline of Microwave Plasma Processing Apparatus)

As shown in FIG. 1, the microwave plasma processing
apparatus 10 includes a processing container 100 for plasma-
processing a glass substrate (hereinafter, referred to as a sub-
strate ). The processing container 100 includes a container
body 200 and a lid 300. The container body 200 has a cube
shape having an open top and a closed bottom, wherein the
open top is closed by the lid 300. The 1id 300 is formed of an
upper lid 300a and a lower lid 3005. An O-ring 205 is dis-
posed on a contacting surface between the container body 200
and the lower 1lid 3005, and accordingly, the container body
200 and the lower lid 3005 are sealed, thereby defining a
processing chamber. An O-ring 210 and an O-ring 215 are
also disposed on a contacting surface between the upper lid
300a and the lower lid 3005, and accordingly, the upper lid
300q and the lower lid 3005 are sealed. The container body
200 and the lid 300 are formed of metal, for example, such as
an aluminum alloy, or the like, and are electrically grounded.

A susceptor 105 (stage) on which the substrate G is placed
is provided inside the processing container 100. The suscep-
tor 105 is formed of, for example, aluminum nitride. The
susceptor 105 is supported by a supporter 110, and a baftle
plate 115 for controlling a flow of a gas of the processing
chamber in a desirable state is provided around the susceptor
105. A gas exhaust pipe 120 is provided at a bottom part of the
processing container 100, and a gas inside the processing
container 100 is exhausted by using a vacuum pump (not
shown) provided outside the processing container 100.
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Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, dielectric plates 305, metal
electrodes 310, and metal covers 320 are regularly disposed
on the ceiling surface of the processing container 100. Side
covers 350 are disposed around the metal electrodes 310 and
the metal covers 320. The dielectric plate 305, the metal
electrode 310, and the metal cover 320 are each a plate having
a rough square shape in which corners are slightly cut. Alter-
natively, the dielectric plate 305, the metal electrode 310, and
the metal cover 320 may each have a diamond shape. The
metal electrode 310 is a flat plate and is provided adjacent to
the dielectric plate 305 so that the dielectric plate 305 is
substantially uniformly exposed from an outer edge portion
of the metal electrode 310. Accordingly, the dielectric plate
305 is sandwiched by an inner wall of the lid 300 and the
metal electrode 310. The metal electrode 310 is electrically
connected to an inner wall of the processing container 100.

8 dielectric plates 305 and 8 metal electrodes 310 are
disposed at regular pitches at a location inclining about 45°
with respect to the substrate G or the processing container
100. Here, a pitch is determined in such a way that a diagonal
length of one dielectric plate 305 is about 0.9 times or above
a distance between centers of neighboring dielectric plates
305. Accordingly, the slightly cut corners of the dielectric
plates 305 are adjacently disposed.

Regarding the metal electrode 310 and the metal cover 320,
the metal cover 320 is thicker, as much as a thickness of the
dielectric plate 305. According to this structure, heights of the
ceiling surface are almost similar, and at the same time, an
exposed portion of the dielectric plate 305 or dented shapes
near the dielectric plate 305 all have almost the same pattern.

The dielectric plate 305 is formed of alumina, and the metal
electrode 310, the metal cover 320, and the side cover 350 are
formed of an aluminum alloy. Also, in the present embodi-
ment, the 8 dielectric plates 305 and the 8 metal electrodes
310 are disposed in 2 rows and 4 columns, but numbers of the
dielectric plates 305 and metal electrodes 310 are not limited
thereto, and may be increased or reduced.

The dielectric plate 305 and the metal electrode 310 are
evenly supported by screws 325 from four locations (refer to
FIG. 2). The metal cover 320 and the side cover 350 are also
attached to a main body part of the 1id 300 by the screws 325.
As shown in FIG. 1, a main gas passage 330 having a lattice
shape in a direction perpendicular to the ground is formed
between the upper lid 300a and the lower lid 3005. The main
gas passage 330 distributes the gas to third gas passages 3254
formed in the plurality of screws 325. A tubule 335 for nar-
rowing a passage is inserted into an inlet of the third gas
passage 325a. The tubule 335 is formed of ceramic or metal.
A first gas passage 310a is formed between the metal elec-
trode 310 and the dielectric plate 305. Second gas passages
320a1 and 32042 are also formed between the metal cover
320 and the dielectric plate 305 and between the side cover
350 and the dielectric plate 305. A front end surface of the
screw 325 forms same surface as bottom surfaces of the metal
electrode 310, metal cover 320, and side cover 250, so as not
to scatter distribution of plasma. First gas discharging holes
345a opened on the metal electrode 310 and second gas
discharging holes 34561 and 34562 opened on the metal
cover 320 and the side cover 350 are formed at regular
pitches.

A gas output from a gas supply source 905 passes from the
main gas passage 330 to the third gas passage 3254 (branch
gas passage), passes through the first gas passage 310qa in the
metal electrode 310 and the second gas passages 32041 and
32042 in the metal cover 320 and the side cover 350, and is
supplied from the first gas discharging hole 345a and the
second gas discharging holes 34551 and 345562 into the pro-
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cessing chamber. An O-ring 220 is disposed on a contacting
surface between the lower lid 3005 and the dielectric plate
305 near an outer diameter of a first coaxial waveguide 610,
and thus the air inside the first coaxial waveguide 610 does not
enter an inner side of the processing container 100.

As such, by forming a gas shower plate on a metal surface
of a ceiling unit, etching of a dielectric plate surface due to
ions in plasma, and adhesion of reaction products to an inner
wall of a processing container, which were conventionally
generated, are suppressed, thereby promoting reduction of
contamination or particles. Also, unlike a dielectric sub-
stance, metal is easily processed, and thus expenses may be
remarkably reduced.

An inner conductor 610a is inserted into an outer conduc-
tor 6106 of the first coaxial waveguide 610 formed by exca-
vating the lid 300. Inner conductors 620a through 640a of
second through fourth coaxial waveguides are respectively
inserted into outer conductors 6205 through 6405 of the sec-
ond through fourth coaxial waveguides that are formed by
excavating the lid 300, and top of the lid are covered by a lid
cover 660. The inner conductors 610a through 640a are
formed of copper having good thermal conductivity.

The surface of the dielectric plate 305 shown in FIG. 1 is
coated with a metal film 3054 except an area where a micro-
wave is incident on the dielectric plate 305 from the first
coaxial waveguide 610 and an area where the microwave is
emitted from the dielectric plate 305. Accordingly, propaga-
tion of the microwave is not scattered even by a gap generated
between the dielectric plate 305 and an clement near the
dielectric plate 305, and thus the microwave may be stably
introduced into the processing container 100.

As shown in FIG. 2, the dielectric plate 305 is exposed from
between the metal electrode 310 adjacent to the dielectric
plate 305 in one-to-one correspondence, and the inner wall
(including the inner wall of the processing container 100
covered by the metal cover 320) of the processing container
100 where the dielectric plate 305 is not disposed. A shape of
the dielectric plate 305 and a shape of the inner wall (includ-
ing the inner wall of the processing container 100 covered by
the metal cover 320) of the processing container 100 where
the dielectric plate 305 is not disposed are substantially simi-
lar or symmetrical to each other. Accordingly, power of the
microwave may be substantially uniformly supplied from the
dielectric plate 305 to the metal electrode side and the inner
wall side (or metal cover 320 and side cover 350 sides) by a
surface wave propagating unit that propagates electromag-
netic waves along the metal surface exposed to inside of the
processing container 100.

As aresult, the microwave emitted from the dielectric plate
305 becomes a surface wave to distribute power into halves
while propagating surfaces of the metal electrode 310, metal
cover 320, and side cover 350. A surface wave propagating
between a metal surface of an inner surface of the processing
container 100 and plasma will now be referred to as a con-
ductor surface wave (a metal surface wave). Accordingly, by
propagating the entire ceiling surface using the conductor
surface wave, plasma is uniformly and stably generated
below the ceiling surface of the microwave plasma processing
apparatus 10 according to the present embodiment.

In the side cover 350, a groove 340 having an octagonal
shape is formed to surround the entire 8 dielectric plates 305,
and thus the conductor surface wave propagating the ceiling
surface is suppressed from propagating an outer side of the
groove 340. A plurality of grooves 340 may be multiply
formed in parallel.

An area having a center point of the adjacent metal cover
320 around one metal electrode 310 as a peak will now be
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referred to as a cell Cel (refer to FIG. 2). In the ceiling surface,
one cell Cel is used as one unit, and 8 cells Cel are regularly
arranged, wherein the 8 cells Cel have the same pattern.

A refrigerant supply source 910 is connected to a refriger-
ant pipe 9104 inside the 1id 300, and a refrigerant supplied
from the refrigerant supply source 910 circulates inside the
refrigerant pipe 910q in the lid 300 and returns to the refrig-
erant supply source 910 to maintain a temperature of the
processing container 100 at a desired level. In the inner con-
ductor 640a of the fourth coaxial waveguide, a refrigerant
pipe 9105 penetrates through the inside of the inner conductor
in a length direction. By passing the refrigerant through the
refrigerant pipe 9105, heating of the inner conductor 640q is
suppressed.

(Upper Gas Shower Plate)

Next, the upper gas shower plate will be described with
reference to FIGS. 1 and 3. FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view
taken along a line 3-3 of FIG. 1.

(Gas Passage)

The gas supplied from the gas supply source 905 flows to
the main gas passage 330. The main gas passage 330 is
formed by using a space between the upper lid 300a and the
lower lid 30054. That is, the main gas passage 330 is formed in
substantially parallel with the substrate G, and in front-and-
back direction of the paper surface of FIG. 1. Accordingly, a
surface of the boundary between the upper lid 300a and the
lower lid 30056 becomes the gas passage of lattice shape.

The main gas passage 330 distributes the gas into gas
passages formed in the plurality of screws 325 (hereinafter,
referred to as third gas passage 325a), which are parts of the
branch gas passages. The tubule 335 for narrowing a passage
is inserted to an inlet of the third gas passage 3254. The tubule
335 is formed of ceramic or metal.

The third gas passage 325q is communicated with a hori-
zontal hole (referred to as a fourth gas passage 32541) formed
on a side surface of the screw 325. The gas passing through
the fourth gas passage 32541 passes a gap between a wave
washer 335a and a spacer 3355, and the screw 325, and then,
is introduced into a gap (referred to as the first gas passage
310q) formed between the metal electrode 310 and the dielec-
tric plate 305. The first gas passage 310q is formed by exca-
vating an upper surface of the metal electrode 310. A plurality
of first gas discharging holes 3454 are formed at regular
pitches in a lower surface of the metal electrode 310. The gas
introduced into the first gas passage 310q is discharged to
inside of the processing container 100 from the plurality of
first gas discharging holes 345a.

Gas passages of the metal cover 320 and the side cover 350
are also the same as those of the metal electrode 310. That is,
the gas passing through the fourth gas passage 32541 is intro-
duced into a gap formed between the metal cover 320 and the
dielectric plate 305, and a gap formed between the side cover
350 and the dielectric plate 305 (second gas passages 320al
and 320a2). A plurality of second gas discharging holes
345561 and 34552 are formed at regular pitches in lower sur-
faces of the metal cover 320 and the side cover 350. The gas
introduced into the second gas passages 320a1 and 32042 is
discharged to inside of the processing container 100 from the
plurality of second gas discharging holes 34561 and 34552.
As described above, when it is assumed that the gas supply
source 905 is an upper stream, the plurality of branch gas
passages are connected to a lower stream side of the main gas
passage 330, and the plurality of first gas discharging holes
3454 and second gas discharging holes 345561 and 34552 are
formed on lower streams of the plurality of branch gas pas-
sages.
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The metal cover 320 is thicker as much as the thickness of
the dielectric plate 305 than the metal electrode 310. Thus,
when depths of the first gas passage 310a and the second gas
passages 320a1 and 32042 are the same to each other, lengths
of the second gas discharging holes 34551 and 345562 are
longer than a length of the first gas discharging hole 345a. To
make gas conductance of the first gas discharging hole 345a
and gas conductance of the second gas discharging holes
345b1 and 34562 nearly same as each other, the second gas
discharging holes 34551 and 34552 have thick upper portions
and narrow lower portions. Thickness and length of the nar-
row lower portions of the second gas discharging holes 345561
and 34552 are the same as thickness and length of the first gas
discharging hole 345a.

(No Gap)

It is preferable that there is no gap between the dielectric
plate 305 and the 1id 300, or between the dielectric plate 305
and the metal electrode 310. If there is a gap that is not
controllable, wavelength of the microwave propagating the
dielectric plate 305 becomes unstable, and thus, uniformity of
the plasma or load impedance observed from the coaxial
waveguide may be affected. In addition, if there is a large gap
(equal to or greater than 0.2 mm), discharge may be caused at
the gap. Thus, the dielectric plate 305 and the lower 1lid 3005,
and the dielectric plate 305 and the metal electrode 310 are
configured to be closely attached to each other when nuts 435
are fastened.

Accordingly, the wave washer 355a and the spacer 3556
are disposed on up and down between the lid 300 and the
metal electrode 310. The wave washer 355q is formed of
metal such as stainless steel (SUS) or an aluminum alloy. The
spacer 3555 is formed of metal such as an aluminum alloy.
The wave washer 3554 is formed between the lid 300 and the
metal electrode 310 so that the 1id 300 and the metal electrode
310 are firmly connected to each other electrically and ther-
mally even when both surfaces of the dielectric plate 305 are
attached to metal parts. In addition, the wave washer 355q
may be elastic, for example, a disk spring, a spring washer, a
metal spring, and the like.

(Prevention of Cracks)

When the nuts 435 are fastened with excessive torque,
stress is applied to the dielectric plate 305 and the dielectric
plate 305 may be cracked. Otherwise, even though there is no
crack generation when fastening the nuts 435, stress may be
applied to the dielectric plate 305 when temperature of each
element rises due to the generation of plasma. Therefore, a
wave washer 4305 having an optimal spring force is inserted
between the nut 435 and the lower lid 3005 so that the metal
electrode 310 may be fixed, at all time, with an appropriate
force (force that is slightly greater than a force pushing the
O-ring 220 for closely-attaching the dielectric plate 305 and
the lower lid 3005 to each other) by using the screw 325.
When the nut 435 is fastened, the nut 435 is not completely
fastened until the wave washer 43056 becomes flat, but is
fastened so that a deformation amount of the wave washer
43005 is constant. In addition, the present embodiment is not
limited to the wave washer 4305, and a disk spring, a spring
washer, a metal spring, and the like having the elasticity may
be used.

A washer 430q is disposed between the nut 435 and the
wave washer 4305; however, the washer 430a may be omit-
ted. In addition, a washer 430c¢ is disposed between the wave
washer 4305 and the lower 1id 3004. In general, since there is
a gap between the screw 325 and the 1id 300, and the gas in the
main gas passage 330 flows to the first gas passage 310a
through the gap. If the gas flow amount that is not controllable
is large, the gas discharge from the first gas discharging hole
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3454 becomes nonuniform. Therefore, the gap between the
washer 430c¢ and the screw 325 is reduced and the washer
430c¢ is formed thick in order to suppress the gas flow amount
flowing out side of the screw 325.

FIG. 5 shows a result of calculating an in-plane uniformity
of'a flow amount of the gas discharged from the shower plate.
A horizontal axis denotes a flow amount per unit area of the
gas supplied into the processing container 100. A solid line
Rp denotes a uniformity of the flow amount of the discharged
gas, that is, a ratio between the flow amounts of discharged
gas at both ends of the main gas passage 330 when the gas is
introduced into an end of the main gas passage 330 from the
gas supply source 905. A dashed line Mp denotes a ratio
between gas conductances of the main gas passage 330 and
the tubule 335.

Here, the main gas passage 330 has a width of 20 mm and
a height of 6 mm, the tubule 335 has an inner diameter of 0.5
mm and a length of 12 mm, and the first gas discharging hole
3454 has a diameter of 0.6 mm and a length of 5 mm. The flow
amount of the discharged gas in actual plasma treatment may
be set as 300 to 6000 sccm/m?>.

In FIG. 5, the ratio between the gas conductances of the
main gas passage 330 and the tubule 335 increases as the flow
amount of the discharged gas increases. This is because the
gas conductance of a cylinder is in proportion to the cube of a
diameter and irrelevant with a pressure in a molecular basin
having low pressure, and in proportion to the fourth power of
the diameter and the pressure on a viscose basin having high
pressure.

If the flow amount of the discharged gas increases, the
pressure in the gas passage increases. When the main gas
passage 330 and the tubule 335 become the viscose basin, the
gas conductances of both are in proportion to the pressure,
and thus, the ratio of the gas conductances is constant with
respect to the flow amount of the discharged gas. On the other
hand, when the flow amount of the discharged gas is reduced,
the tubule 335 having the smaller diameter than that of the
main gas passage 330 first becomes the molecular basin, and
thus, the gas conductance of the tubule 335 is not dependent
onto the pressure, and the ratio of the gas conductances is
reduced.

When the flow amount of the discharged gas is at the lowest
level of the actual usage range shown in FIG. 5, that is, 300
sccm/m?, the ratio between the gas conductances of the main
gas passage 330 and the tubule 335 is 59000. At this time, the
uniformity of the flow amount of the discharged gas is 0.3%,
which is excellent. The uniformity is further improved with
the increase of the flow amount of the discharged gas. This is
because the ratio between the gas conductances of the main
gas passage 330 and the tubule 335 increases.

64 first gas discharging holes 345a are formed in the metal
electrode 310 in an 8x8 array. The gas discharging holes 3454
are communicated with the first gas passage 310a. The gas
after passing through four tubules 335 is introduced into the
first gas passage 310a. Therefore, each of the tubules 335
supplies gas to 16 (which 64/4) first gas discharging holes
345a. The metal cover 320 also has the same number of gas
discharging holes. Regarding the side cover 350, the number
of gas discharging holes, to which the gas is supplied from
each of the tubules 335, is different from those of the metal
electrode 310 or the metal cover 320.

In the present embodiment, when it is assumed that the gas
conductance of the tubule 335 is Cr and the number of gas
discharging holes, to which the gas is supplied from each of
the tubules 335, is N, values of Cr/N with respect to entire
tubules 335 are the same as each other. That is, the gas is
uniformly discharged from all of the gas discharging holes.
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Accordingly, auniform treatment with respect to the substrate
G may be performed. In order to make the values of Ct/N
consistent, the diameters and lengths of the tubules 335 with
respect to the metal electrode 310 and the metal cover 320 are
formed to be the same as each other so as to make the gas
conductance of the tubules 335 consistent. With respect to the
side cover 350, the diameters of the tubules 335 are consis-
tent, and then, lengths of the tubules 335 are adjusted so that
the gas conductance Cr may have a desired value.

The gas conductance of the tubule 335 is set to be smaller
than a sum of the gas conductances of the 16 first gas dis-
charging holes 3454, to which the gas is supplied from each of
the tubules 335. Substantially, a value of (gas conductance of
the tubule 335)/(sum of the gas conductances of the first gas
discharging holes 345a) ranges from 1/36.4 to 1/14.5 with
respect to the gas flow amount o 300 to 6000 sccm/m?. At this
time, a discharging flow rate of the gas discharged from the
first gas discharging hole 3454 is 90 m/s in maximum, which
is much smaller than the sound velocity of 360 m/s.

In order to discharge the gas evenly throughout the entire
surface of the substrate G, the gas conductance of the main
gas passage 330 should be sufficiently greater than the gas
conductance of the branch gas passage. In a general plasma
processing apparatus, because the gas conductance of the
branch gas passage is restrained to be small, the diameter of
the gas discharging hole is small. However, according to the
above method, it is technically difficult to form a plurality of
holes having small diameters with very high accuracy. In
addition, pitches between the gas discharging holes should be
increased, the plasma treatment may be performed nonuni-
formly. Also, because the flow rate of the discharged gas
reaches the sound velocity, the flow of gas in the processing
container is scattered so that the treatment may not be per-
formed well, and thereby depositing an unnecessary film in
the processing container.

(Throttling)

In the present embodiment, a throttle portion (tubule 335)
is formed on a part of the upper stream side of the branch gas
passage, not the gas discharging hole, to restrict the conduc-
tance. That is, a function of discharging gas and a function of
restricting the conductance are separated. As described
above, the value of (gas conductance of the tubule 335)/(sum
of the gas conductances of the first gas discharging holes
345aq) is sufficiently less than 1 (equal to or less than 1/14.5),
and thus, the conductance may be restricted efficiently only
by the tubule 335. Accordingly, even when the conductance is
slightly changed on the lower stream of the tubule 335, the
uniformity may be maintained. In addition, the ratio between
the gas conductances of the main gas passage 330 and the
tubule 335 is set to be sufficiently greater than 1 (equal to or
greater than 59000 in the present embodiment), and thus, high
uniformity is obtained.

Since the throttle portion (tubule 335) is disposed on the
upper stream side of the branch gas passage, the pressure in
the gas passage located on the lower stream side is suppressed
to be low. Consequently, the flow amount of gas that leaks
from the gas passage located on the lower stream side into the
processing container 100 through the gap, not through the gas
discharging hole, is suppressed to be low, and thus, the gas
may be discharged more uniformly.

In addition, in the conventional plasma processing appara-
tus, since an exposed area of the dielectric plate 305 disposed
on the ceiling surface is large, electrons are drawn to the
dielectric plate 305 due to an electric field during sheath.
Thus, the surface of the dielectric plate 305 may be negatively
biased and etched, or chemical reaction may be prompted on
the surface of the dielectric plate 305 by assists of ion energy.
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In particular, reaction products by a reducing process of
hydrogen radicals may be deposited on the inner surface of
the processing container, and thereby causing contamination
or generating particles.

On the other hand, according to the upper gas shower plate
of the present embodiment, the plurality of gas discharging
holes are formed in the metal electrode 310 or the metal cover
320, and thus, etching of the surface of the dielectric plate 305
and deposition of the reaction products on the inner surface of
the processing container may be suppressed, and thereby
reducing the contamination and particles. In addition, the
upper gas shower head is formed of metal, and thus, it is easily
processed and the expenses may be sharply reduced.

The tubule 335 is an example of the throttle portion that is
formed on a plurality of branch gas passages to narrow the gas
passage in the branch gas passages. Other examples of the
throttle portion may include a fine hole, an orifice, a valve
body, and a porous member. The throttle portion may be
formed on alocation that is closer to the main gas passage 330
than the plurality of first gas discharging holes 2344 and the
second gas discharging holes 3455, for example, may be
formed in the plurality of branch gas passages (screw 325) to
be adjacent to the main gas passage 330 or between the main
gas passage 330 and the plurality of branch gas passages.

In addition, the first gas passage 310a may be a groove
formed on a surface of the dielectric plate 305, which is
adjacent to the metal electrode 310. Likewise, the second gas
passage 320a may be a groove formed on a surface of the lid
300, which is adjacent to the metal cover 320 or the side cover
350.

Modified Example of the Embodiment 1

FIG. 6 shows a modified example of the embodiment 1.
Hereinafter, elements that are different from the embodiment
1 will be described, and descriptions about the same elements
as those of the embodiment 1 will be omitted. In the present
embodiment, a fifth gas passage 325c¢ is formed between the
screw 325 and the lower lid 3005. The gas passage is not
formed in the screw 325. The gas introduced into the main gas
passage flows in the fifth gas passage 325¢ through a fine hole
360 (throttle portion) formed on a washer 430c¢, and then, is
introduced into the plurality of first gas discharging holes
3454 and the plurality of second gas discharging holes 34551
and 34552 from the first gas passage 310a and the second gas
passages 320a1 and 32042, as shown in an expanded view of
FIG. 4E.

In addition, according to the present embodiment, the front
end surface of the screw 325 does not form one surface with
bottom surfaces of the metal electrode 310, metal cover 320,
and side cover 250, and is easy to be fabricated. The first gas
passage 310a is formed in the metal electrode 310. The metal
electrode 310 may be formed by bonding two aluminum
plates through a welding process to form the first gas passage
310 therein. Likewise, the second gas passages 320a1 and
320aq2 are respectively formed in the metal cover 320 and the
side cover 350. As described above, since the gas passages are
formed in the shower plate, an electric discharge does not
occur in the gas passage even if the surface of the dielectric
plate 305 is not covered with a metal film.

In addition, the first through third gas passages 310a, 320a,
and 325aq are parts of the branch gas passages.

Embodiment 2

Next, structures of a microwave plasma processing appa-
ratus 10 according to the embodiment 2 of the present inven-
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tion will be described with reference to FIGS. 7 and 8. FIG. 7
is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 5-0-O'-5 of FIG.
8. FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 4-4 of
FIG. 7. According to the embodiment 2, lower gas nozzles are
provided in addition to the upper gas shower plate.

(Upper Gas Shower Plate)

In the present embodiment, two kinds of main gas passages
are buried in a boundary between the upper lid 300a and the
lower lid 3005. One is a first main gas passage 300a formed
on a surface of the lower lid 3005, and the other is a second
main gas passage 3005 formed in the lower lid 3005. The
second main gas passage 3005 is formed by covering a groove
formed in an upper surface of the lower lid 3005 with a plate
formed of an aluminum alloy; however, may be an elongated
hole formed in the lower lid 3005.

The first main gas passage 300aq is a passage for supplying
gas to lower gas nozzles 370, for example, a processing gas
for forming films or etching. The second main gas passage
3305 is a passage for supplying gas to the upper gas shower
plate, for example, a plasma excitation gas such as rare gas
from an upper gas supply source 905a. The upper gas supply
source 905a corresponds to a first gas supply source for
supplying a first gas including the plasma excitation gas.
During performing a process such as a film formation or an
etching, the plasma excitation gas is supplied to the upper
portion having high electron temperature and a processing
gas is supplied from a lower gas supply source 9055 (corre-
sponding to a second gas supply source) to a lower portion
having low electron temperature. The lower gas supply
source 9055 corresponds to the second gas supply source for
supplying desired second gas. Accordingly, an excessive dis-
sociation of the processing gas may be suppressed, and a
plasma treatment of high quality may be performed with
respect to the substrate G.

In the present embodiment, the fifth gas passage 325c¢ is
formed between the screw 325 and the lower 1id 3005. A sixth
gas passage 365 is formed between the second main gas
passage 3306 and the fifth gas passage 325¢. The sixth gas
passage 365 inclines toward the substrate to connect the sec-
ond main gas passage 3305 to the fifth gas passage 325c¢.
Accordingly, the gas passes through the second main gas
passage 3304, and then, is introduced into the fifth gas pas-
sage 325¢ from the sixth gas passage 365. The gas that has
passed through the fifth gas passage 325¢ is introduced into
the first gas passage 310q and the second gas passages 320al
and 32042, and then, is discharged toward the substrate G
from the first gas discharging hole 3454 and the second gas
discharging holes 34561 and 34552 formed in the upper
shower plate. The first gas discharging hole 3454 and the
second gas discharging holes 34551 and 345562 are examples
of a first gas discharging unit that discharges the first gas
supplied from the first gas supply source to a first space that is
an inner space of the processing container adjacent to the
lower surface of the 1id 300.

In the present embodiment, a tubule 3354 for narrowing the
second main gas passage 325a and a tubule 3355 for narrow-
ing the sixth gas passage 365 are formed in order to restrict the
gas conductance of the branch gas passages. Accordingly, the
gas conductances of the second main gas passage 3254 and
the sixth gas passage 365 are much less than the gas conduc-
tance of the main gas passage 330.

(Lower Gas Nozzle)

In the present embodiment, the lower gas nozzles 370 are
provided in a space between the ceiling surface of the 1id 300
and the substrate G, as well as the upper gas shower plate. The
screws 325 penetrate through the dielectric plate 305 and the
metal electrode 310 to be connected to first gas pipes 370a.
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The first gas pipes 370a are disposed on the ceiling surface at
regular pitches. As shown in FIG. 8, four second gas pipes
3705 are connected to a front end of the first gas pipe 370a in
a cross-shape.

The second gas pipes 3705 are substantially perpendicular
to the first gas pipe 370a, and are arranged at regular angles
around the first gas pipe 370a.

A plurality of fourth gas discharging holes 37051 are
formed on surfaces of the branch gas passages (second gas
pipes 3705), which face the substrate G. The gas introduced
into the first main gas passage 330a passes through the tubule
3354, the third gas discharging hole 345c¢, the first gas pipe
370a, and the second gas pipe 3705, and then, is discharged to
the substrate G from the fourth gas discharging hole 370561.

The lower gas nozzle 370 is formed of an aluminum alloy
having an alumina protective film on a surface thereof. As
shown in FIG. 8, some lower gas nozzles 370 located on a
periphery portion may include one or two second gas pipes
3705. Also, in the present embodiment, the screw 325 and the
first gas pipe 370a, and the first gas pipe 370a and the second
gas pipe 3705 are formed integrally with each other; however,
may be formed separately from each other. The number of
second gas pipes 3705 connected to the first gas pipe 370a is
not limited to 4, and may not be perpendicularly connected to
the first gas pipe 370a.

According to the upper gas shower plate and the lower gas
nozzles 370 of the present embodiment, the throttle portion is
formed on the upper stream side of the branch gas passage so
as to suppress the flow rate of gas discharged from the gas
discharging holes to be low, and to introduce the gas evenly on
the substrate of large area. Thus, the plasma treatment with
high quality may be uniformly performed.

In addition, according to the lower gas nozzles 370 of the
present embodiment, there is no possibility of bending due to
the thermal expansion when compared with the conventional
shower head, in which gas pipes are integrally formed as a
lattice. In addition, since the lower gas nozzle 370 is formed
of metal, a problem of rigidity with respect to the conven-
tional shower head formed of the dielectric plate 305 does not
occur, and the lower gas nozzle 370 may be applied to the
large substrate. In addition, abnormal discharge occurring in
the gas pipe may be prevented.

In the lower gas nozzle 370, a part of the second gas pipe
3705 may be formed of, for example, a porous material P, as
shown in FIG. 9. An upper diagram of FIG. 9 is a cross-
sectional view of the lower gas nozzle 370 (cross-section
taken along a line 6-6 of a lower diagram in FIG. 9), the lower
diagram of FIG. 9 shows a bottom surface of the lower gas
nozzle 370, and a left diagram of FIG. 9 shows a cross-section
of'the second gas pipe 3705 (cross-section taken along a line
7-7 of the upper diagram in FIG. 9). The porous material P is
formed of metal such as aluminum or ceramics such as alu-
mina.

Inthis case, the gas is discharged into the processing cham-
ber through the first gas pipe 370a and between pores in the
porous material P of the second gas pipe 3705. Therefore, the
flow rate of the gas may be sufficiently reduced by the above
structure before discharging the gas into the processing cham-
ber. In addition, although not shown in FIG. 9, a single or
plurality of slits may be formed on the second gas pipe 3705
so that the gas may be introduced into the processing chamber
from the opening formed as slits disposed in the cross-shape.

Embodiment 3

Next, configuration of a microwave plasma processing
apparatus 10 according to an embodiment 3 of the present
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invention will be described with reference to FIGS. 10 and 11.
FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 9-O-0'-9
of FIG. 11. FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view taken along aline
8-8 of FIG. 10. According to the embodiment 3, lower gas
nozzles are formed different from the lower gas nozzles 370
according to the embodiment 2.

That is, according to the present embodiment, each of the
plurality of lower gas nozzles 370 includes four third gas
pipes 370¢. The third gas pipe 370¢ is formed of ceramics
such as alumina, a glass material such as quartz, or metal such
as an aluminum alloy. The four third gas pipes 370¢ are fixed
on the screws 325 by welding, adhesion, press-fitting, set
screw, and the like. The four third gas pipes 370c¢ are arranged
at substantially regular angles around the plurality of branch
gas passages (screw 325). Each of the third gas pipes 370c is
formed as a pipe. A fourth gas discharging hole 3701 is
formed on a front end of the third gas pipe 370c. The gas
introduced into the first main gas passage 330a passes
through the tubule 3354, the third gas discharging hole 345c¢,
and the third gas pipe 370c, and then, is discharged toward the
substrate G from the fourth gas discharging hole 370¢1. The
fourth gas discharging hole 37051 and the fourth gas dis-
charging hole 370c1 are examples of a second gas discharg-
ing unit that discharges a second gas supplied from the second
gas supply source into a second space which is a space in the
processing container located between the first space and a
space for receiving the substrate G.

According to the above structure, as shown in FIGS. 10 and
11, a plurality of fourth gas discharging holes 370c1 are
formed at regular pitches equal intervals in a plane that faces
and parallels the substrate G, and thus, the plasma process
may be uniformly performed on the substrate G. In addition,
the third gas pipes 370c¢ have thin external shapes, and do not
interfere with dispersion of the plasma. Therefore, the plasma
process may be performed at high rate. In addition, since the
lower gas nozzles 370 are formed of the third gas pipes 370¢
of pipe shapes, fabrication costs of the lower gas nozzle 370
are reduced and the lower gas nozzle has a simple structure,
and thus, it is easy to maintain the lower gas nozzles 370.

As shown in FIG. 11, some of the lower gas nozzles 370
located on a periphery portion may include only one or two
third gas pipes 370¢. The screw 325 and the third gas pipes
370c¢ are directly connected to each other in the present
embodiment; however, a connecting portion of the third gas
pipe 370c may be separated from the screw 325. The number
of third gas pipes 370c¢ connected to the screw 325 is not
limited to 4, and the third gas pipes 370¢ may be perpendicu-
larly connected to the screw 325 perpendicularly to the screw
325.

Embodiment 4

Next, configurations of a microwave plasma processing
apparatus 10 according to an embodiment 4 of the present
invention will be described with reference to FIGS. 12
through 14. FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view taken along a
line 11-0-0'-11 of FIG. 13. FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view
taken along a line 10-10 of FIG. 12. FIG. 14 is a cross-
sectional view taken along a line 12-12 of FIG. 12.

The microwave plasma processing apparatus 10 according
to the embodiment 4 is for a circular substrate (for example,
semiconductor substrate), and includes the upper gas shower
plate only. Gas passages in the metal electrode 310, the metal
cover 320, and the side cover 350 are formed by grooves
respectively formed in the surfaces of the members. The third
gas passage 325a is formed in the screw 325.
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Referring to FIG. 13, four cells are disposed, and the first
gas discharging holes 345a and the second gas discharging
holes 34551 and 34552 are arranged at regular pitches. The
microwave is supplied from a microwave source 900 and
transferred to a coaxial waveguide 9005 through a transmis-
sion line 900a, and then, is transmitted to the first coaxial
waveguide 610 from a branching plate 900c. Each of the
coaxial waveguides is disposed in the lid cover 660.

The gas supplied from the gas supply source 905 flows to
the main gas passage 330 as shown in FIG. 14. The main gas
passage 330 is an octagonal space formed between the upper
lid 300a and the lower lid 3005. Accordingly, a boundary
between the upper lid 300a and the lower lid 3006 has a
surface that becomes the gas passage.

Also in the present embodiment, the main gas passage 330
distributes the gas to the third gas passages 3254 that are
formed in the plurality of screws 325. The tubule 335 for
narrowing a passage is inserted to an inlet of the third gas
passage 325a.

Inthe present embodiment, in order to make the flow rate of
the gas around the substrate G uniform, it is designed so that
the flow amount of the gas discharged from the gas discharg-
ing holes formed on a peripheral portion of the processing
container 100 is greater than the flow amount of the gas
discharged from the gas discharging holes formed on a center
portion of the processing container 100. That is, when it is
assumed that the gas conductance of the tubule 335 is Cr and
the number of gas discharging holes, to which the gas is
supplied from each of the tubules 335, is N, a value of Ct/N
increases as the tubule 335 becomes closer to the periphery
portion. Accordingly, the uniform plasma process may be
performed on the substrate G in the processing container 100
having a small size. In the present embodiment, inner diam-
eters of the tubules 335 are fixed as 0.4 mm, and then, lengths
of'the tubules 335 are changed to adjust the gas conductance.
Otherwise, the gas conductance may be adjusted by changing
the inner diameters of the tubules 335.

Inthe present embodiment, two grooves 340a and 3405 for
suppressing propagation of a conductor surface wave (a metal
surface wave) are formed. When a plurality of grooves having
different sizes or different aspect ratios from each other are
formed, wider range of electron density may be dealt with.

Embodiment 5

Next, structures of a microwave plasma processing appa-
ratus 10 according to an embodiment 5 of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to FIGS. 15 and 16. FIG.
15 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 14-O-0'-14 of
FIG. 16. FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line
13-13 of FIG. 15. The microwave plasma processing appara-
tus 10 according to the embodiment 5 is for the circular
substrate (for example, semiconductor substrate) like the
plasma processing apparatus 10 according to the above
embodiment 4; however, the present embodiment is different
from the embodiment 4 in view that a lower gas shower plate
410 is formed in addition to the upper gas shower plate.

Referring to FIG. 16, four cells are disposed, and the first
gas discharging holes 345a and the second gas discharging
holes 34551 and 34552 are arranged at regular pitches. The
microwave is supplied from the microwave source 900 to be
transmitted to a fourth coaxial waveguide 640 through the
transmission line 900aq. In the present embodiment, the fourth
coaxial waveguide 640 is T-branched to a third coaxial
waveguide 630 (arod 630a1 and an inner conductor connect-
ing plate 63042), and the third coaxial waveguide 630 is
T-branched to a fifth coaxial waveguide 650.
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The first gas passage 310a and the second gas passages
32041 and 32042 in the metal electrode 310, the metal cover
320, and the side cover 530 are formed of grooves respec-
tively formed in upper surfaces of the elements. In the present
embodiment, the third gas passages 3254 are formed in the
screws 325. The lower gas shower plate 410 is integrally
formed with the processing container 100 as a mesh. Accord-
ing to the present embodiment, the plasma excitation gas, for
example, is supplied to inside of the processing container
from the upper gas shower plate. The processing gas is sup-
plied from the lower gas shower plate 410 to a space located
lower than the space to which the plasma excitation gas is
supplied. Accordingly, desired plasma may be generated and
the plasma process of excellent quality may be performed on
the substrate.

The lower gas nozzles 370 and the lower gas shower plate
410 are examples of a lower gas discharging member that
discharges the gas that has passed through a plurality of
branch gas passages to a space between the lid 300 and the
substrate G.

Embodiment 6

Next, configurations of a microwave plasma processing
apparatus 10 according to an embodiment 6 of the present
invention will be described with reference to FIGS. 17 and 18.
FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 16-O-O'-
16 of FIG. 18. FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view taken along a
line 15-15 of FIG. 17. The microwave plasma processing
apparatus 10 of the present embodiment is different from the
previous embodiments in that the metal cover 320 and the side
cover 350 are not disposed. In addition, the microwave
plasma processing apparatus 10 of the present embodiment
does not include the throttle portion.

In more detail, the metal cover 320 and the side cover 350
are not disposed on a right side of a center line O shown in
FIG. 17, and instead, the lower lid 3005 is exposed as the
ceiling surface. A plurality of gas discharging holes (referred
to as fifth gas discharging holes 3454) are formed in a lower
surface ofthe lower 1id 3005. Each of the fifth gas discharging
holes 3454 has a lower portion that is narrower than other
portions thereof.

The main gas passage 330 that is connected to the plurality
of'second gas discharging holes 3455 is formed on a boundary
between the upper lid 3004 and the lower 1id 3005. The gas is
output from the main gas passage 330 passes through a sev-
enth gas passage 400, and then, is discharged to inside the
processing container 100 from the plurality of fifth gas dis-
charging holes 3454.

On the other hand, on a left side of the center line O in FIG.
17, the third gas passages 325q are formed in the plurality of
screws 325. A third gas discharging hole 345¢ that is thinner
than the third gas passage 325a is formed on an end of each of
the third gas passages 325a. The gas passes through the gas
passage of the main gas passage 330, and then, is introduced
into the processing container 100 from the plurality of third
gas discharging holes 345¢ of the third gas passages 325a. In
addition, the gas passes through the fourth gas passage 325a1
formed on the side surface of the screw 325 formed on an
upper side of the third gas discharging hole 345¢ and the first
gas passage 310a formed in the upper surface of the metal
electrode 310, and then, is introduced into the plurality of first
gas discharging holes 345a. Among the four screws 325 for
fixing the metal electrode 310, the fourth gas passage 325a1
is formed in only one screw 325, and the other screws 325 do
not include the fourth gas passage 32541.
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As shown in FIG. 18, the first gas discharging holes 3454,
the fifth gas discharging holes 3454, and the third gas dis-
charging holes 345¢ are arranged at regular pitches. The gas
conductances of the first gas passage 310a and the first gas
discharging holes 3454 are set to be sufficiently greater than
the gas conductance of the fourth gas passage 32541. In
addition, a fine hole located under the fifth gas discharging
hole 3454, the third gas discharging holes 345¢, and the fourth
gas passage 32541 have substantially same diameters and
lengths as each other, and thus, the gas conductances of the
above members are the same as each other. Accordingly, the
gas may be evenly discharged from the entire ceiling surface.

(Depth of the Gas Passage)

In the present embodiment, the dielectric plate 305 is not
covered by a metal film. As described above, when the dielec-
tric plate 305 is not covered by the metal film, a depth of the
groove (first gas passage 310a) formed in the metal electrode
310 may be equal to or less than 0.2 mm in order not to
generate electric discharge in the groove formed in the metal
electrode 310, for which reasons are described as follows.

When the depth of the gas passage is less than a mean free
path of electrons, electrons lose the energy by colliding
against the wall before obtaining an energy required for ion-
ization from the microwave electric field due to narrow inter-
val, and thus, it is difficult to generate the electric discharge in
the gas passage. The depth of the gas passage is set to a size
that does not generate discharge even under a situation that is
most easy to discharge in the actual working conditions.

The mean free path is defined as ua/vc. Here, “ua” denotes
an average speed of the electrons and “vc¢” denotes a collision
frequency of the electrons. The average speed ua of the elec-
trons is defined as ua=(8 kT/mm)"". Here, “k” denotes Bolt-
zmann integer, “I”” denotes an electron temperature, and “m”
denotes mass of the electron. If it is assumed that the electron
temperature for maintaining the discharge in a gap is 3 eV,
ua=1.14x10° m/s from the above equation.

When the collision frequency of the electron and an angu-
lar frequency of the microwave are equal to each other, the
maximum energy may be given to the electron from the
microwave, and thus, the discharge is most easily generated.
When the frequency of the microwave is 915 MHz and a value
of pressure satisfies ve=5.75x10° Hz (about 200 Pa in case of
Ar gas), the discharge is most easily generated. Here, the
mean free path is 0.20 mm according to the above equation.
That is, when the depth of the gas passage is 0.2 mm or less,
the plasma may be always stably excited without generating
the discharge in the gas passage.

In the upper shower head of the present embodiment, the
gas discharging holes 345a and 345¢ are formed in the metal
electrode 310, and at the same time, a plurality of gas dis-
charging holes 3454 are directly formed in the metal lid 300.
Accordingly, etching of the surface of the dielectric plate 305
and the deposition of reaction products on the inner surface of
the processing container may be suppressed, and thereby
promoting reduction of contamination or particles. In addi-
tion, since the upper gas shower head is formed of metal, it is
easy to process the upper gas shower head and expenses may
be reduced greatly. However, according to the present
embodiment, the gas conductance is adjusted at an end por-
tion of the branch gas passage, and thus, it is difficult to reduce
the flow rate of gas.

Embodiment 7

Next, configurations of a microwave plasma processing
apparatus 10 according to an embodiment 7 of the present
invention will be described with reference to FIGS. 19 and 20.
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FIG. 19 is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 18-O-O'-
18 of FIG. 20. FIG. 20 is a cross-sectional view taken along a
line 17-17 of F1IG. 19.

In the present embodiment, the throttle portion (tubule
335) is not formed. The gas passes through the main gas
passage 330, and then, is introduced into the processing con-
tainer from the third gas discharging holes 345¢ through the
third gas passages 3254. As shown in FIG. 20, the plurality of
third gas discharging holes 345¢ are arranged in the ceiling
surface at regular pitches. Each of the third gas discharging
holes 345¢ has a lower portion that is narrower than any other
portions thereof or the third gas passage 325a. Accordingly,
the gas may be evenly discharged from the entire ceiling
surface. The metal electrode 310, the metal cover 320, and the
side cover 350 do not include the gas discharging hole.

In the present embodiment, as shown in FIG. 19 and the
expanded view of FIG. 4C, the nut 435 is attached onto the
periphery of the screw 325 that protrudes in the main gas
passage 330. An O-ring 225 is disposed on a contacting
surface between the lower lid 3005 and the screw 325 in order
to seal a gap between the lower lid 3005 and the screw 325.
Accordingly, the gas leakage from around the screw 325 may
be prevented. The O-ring 225 may be located on a location
contacting the washer 430c. An elastic member such as a
wave washer, a disk spring, and the like may be used with the
O-ring 225. For sealing the gap, a seal washer may be used
instead of using the O-ring 225.

In addition, in order to prevent the gas from leaking from
the periphery of the screw 325, for example, as shown in FI1G.
4B, a disk spring 4304 may be used. The disk spring 4304 has
a spring force that is strong enough to push the O-ring 220.
Since upper and lower angles of the disc spring 430d are
pushed and adhered to the nut 435 and the lower 1id 3005, the
gas leakage may be suppressed. The disc spring 4304 may be
formed of SUS plated with Ni.

As shown in FIG. 4D, the gas leakage may be prevented by
using a taper washer 430e. When the nut 435 is fastened
firmly, the taper washer 430e and the lower lid 3005 contact
each other in an inclined direction, and thus, the taper washer
430¢, the lower lid 3005, and the screw 325 are strongly
pushed and adhered so as to remove a gap. Thus, a gap
between the screw 325 and the lower 1id 3005 may be com-
pletely sealed. Since the screw 325 is fixed in the lower lid
3005 by the taper washer 430e, the screw 325 does not rotate
with the nut 435 when the nut 435 is being fastened. Thus,
scratches caused due to friction between the screw 325 and
the metal electrode 310 or an peeling-off of a protective layer
formed on the surface may be prevented. The taper washer
430e¢ may be formed of metal or resin.

In the above description, the dielectric plate 305 and the
metal electrode 310 are fixed; however, the above fixing
method may be applied to fix the metal cover 320 or the side
cover 350. In addition, types shown in FIGS. 4A through 4C,
the screw 325 may be fixed in the metal electrode 310 by
means of press-fitting, shrinkage fit, welding, adhesion, and
the like, or may be formed integrally with the metal electrode
310 in order to prevent the screw 325 from rotating. In addi-
tion, a key groove may be formed between the screw 325 and
the lower lid 3004 so that a key may be inserted into the key
grooves to prevent the screw 325 from rotating. In addition, a
hexagonal portion may be formed on a lower end (upper end)
portion of the screw 325, so that the screw 325 may be
fastened while being pushed by a wrench.

According to the microwave plasma processing apparatus
10 of the embodiments of the present invention, the upper gas
shower plate, the lower gas nozzles, or the lower gas shower
plate is formed in order to control the supply of gas. In

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

26

addition, the plurality of gas discharging holes are formed in
the metal electrode 310, the metal lid 300, the metal cover
320, and the side cover 350, and thus, etching ofthe surface of
the dielectric plate is prevented, and at the same time, the
deposition of reaction products on the inner surface of the
processing container may be suppressed, and thereby pro-
moting the reduction of reducing the contamination or par-
ticles.

In addition, the first gas discharging holes 345a formed in
the metal electrode 310, the second gas discharging holes
345b1 and 34552 of the metal cover 320 and the side cover
350, and the fifth gas discharging holes 3454 of the lid 300
may be formed on a convex portion that is formed on a surface
of'the 1id 300, which faces the substrate. Since it is difficult to
generate the plasma on the convex portion, generation of
abnormal discharge is prevented around the gas discharging
holes formed on the convex portion.

While very appropriate embodiments of the present inven-
tion have been explained with reference to the attached draw-
ings, of course, the present invention is not limited to the
embodiments. [t will be understood by one of ordinary skill in
the art that various modifications or corrections can be made
without departing from the scope of the present invention
defined by the claims.

For example, the plasma processing apparatus according to
the present invention may only include the lower gas nozzles
370 shown in FIG. 7 or 10 without the upper gas shower head.
Alternatively, a plural kinds of the upper gas shower heads
and the lower gas nozzles described in the embodiments may
be combined arbitrarily. The conventional lower gas nozzle
370 may be combined with the upper gas shower head having
the throttle portion shown in FIG. 1 or 6. The lower gas nozzle
370 may be formed of ceramics.

In the above embodiments the microwave source 900 out-
putting the microwave of 915 MHz is used; however, a micro-
wave source outputting the microwave of 896 MHz, 92 MHz,
2.45 GHz, and the like may be used. The microwave source is
an example of an electromagnetic wave source generating
electromagnetic wave for exciting the plasma, and if an elec-
tromagnetic wave source outputting the electromagnetic
wave of 100 MHz or more is used, a magnetron or an high
frequency power generator may be used as the electromag-
netic wave source.

A shape of metal electrode 310 is not limited to a quad-
rangle, but may be formed as a triangle, a hexagon, or an
octagon. In this case, shapes of the dielectric plate 305 and the
metal cover 320 are the same as that of the metal electrode
310. The metal cover 320 may or may not be disposed. When
the metal cover 320 is not formed, the gas passage may be
directly formed in the 1id 300.

The microwave plasma processing apparatus may
minutely processes on an object to be processed by using
plasma, such as film formation process, diffusion process,
etching process, ashing process, plasma doping process, and
the like.

For example, the plasma processing apparatus according to
the present invention may process a large-area glass substrate,
a circular silicon wafer, or an square SOI (Silicon On Insula-
tor) substrate.

The plasma processing apparatus is not limited to the
above-described microwave plasma processing apparatus,
but may be applied to a RLSA (Radial Line Slot Antenna), a
CMEP (Cellular Microwave Excitation Plasma) processing
apparatus, an ICP (Inductively Coupled Plasma) processing
apparatus, a capacity coupled plasma processing apparatus,
an ECR (Electron Cyclotron Resonance), and the like. The
CMEP processing apparatus is an apparatus that discharges
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the microwave transmitted through a waveguide into a pro-
cessing container through a plurality of dielectric plates so
that the plasma may be generated by the energy of the micro-
wave. An example of the CMEP processing apparatus is
disclosed in Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.
2007-273636.

The upper gas shower plate or the lower gas nozzle accord-
ing to the present invention may be used in a plasma process-
ing apparatus for solar battery, including a substrate having a
size 0f 1352 mmx1206 mm, as shown in FIG. 21. In this case,
cells Cel are arranged in 8 rowsx8 columns (=2°x2%), and
thus, the plasma processing apparatus may have a substan-
tially square shape. The microwave output from the micro-
wave source propagates a branch circuit to distribute power,
and then, is supplied to the cell Cel, and the conductor surface
wave propagates the metal surface of the ceiling. In order to
perform the plasma process evenly on the substrate G, a
plasma excitation area (Ea) is designed to have a size greater
than that of the substrate G.

The invention claimed is:

1. A plasma processing apparatus comprising:

a processing container which is formed of metal and

receives a substrate that is plasma-processed;

an electromagnetic wave source which supplies electro-
magnetic waves required to excite the plasma inside of
the processing container;

one, two, or more dielectric plates which are disposed on a
lower surface of a lid of the processing container, are
partially exposed to inside of the processing container,
and transmit the electromagnetic wave supplied from the
electromagnetic wave source to inside of the processing
container; and

a metal electrode that is provided on a lower surface of the
dielectric plate;

wherein the electromagnetic wave transmitted from the
dielectric plates is propagated along a metal surface
exposed to inside of the processing container, the metal
surface comprising a lower surface of the metal elec-
trode and a lower surface of the lid where the dielectric
plate is not disposed,

wherein the plasma processing apparatus further com-
prises:

a gas supply source which supplies a desired gas;

a first gas discharging unit which discharge the gas sup-
plied from the gas supply source to inside of the pro-
cessing container; and

a gas flow passage which introduce the gas supplied from
the gas supply source to the first gas discharging unit.

2. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 1,

wherein the first gas discharging unit comprises a plurality
of first gas discharging holes formed in the metal elec-
trode, and the gas is introduced into the processing con-
tainer from the plurality of first gas discharging holes.

3. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 2, further
comprising:

ametal cover that is disposed to be adjacent to the dielectric
plate on the lower surface of the lid of the processing
container, on which the dielectric plate is not disposed,
and

a side cover that is adjacent to an outer portion of the
dielectric plate and disposed on the lower surface of the
lid where the dielectric plate is not disposed,

wherein the first gas discharging unit comprises a plurality
of second gas discharging holes formed in the metal
cover, and the gas is introduced into the processing con-
tainer from the plurality of second gas discharging holes
in the metal cover.
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4. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 3,

wherein the first gas discharging unit comprises a plurality
of third gas discharging holes formed in the side cover,
and the gas is introduced into the processing container
from the plurality of third gas discharging holes in the
side cover.

5. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 4, wherein the
gas flow passage comprises a first gas passage which is
formed between the metal electrode and the dielectric plate,
and the gas is introduced into the processing container from
the plurality of first gas discharging holes through the first gas
passage.

6. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 5, wherein the
first gas passage is a groove formed on at least one of a surface
of the metal electrode, which is adjacent to the dielectric
plate, and a surface of the dielectric plate, which is adjacent to
the metal electrode.

7. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 5, wherein the
gas flow passage comprises a second gas passage which is
formed between the metal cover and the side cover, and the
lid, and the gas is introduced into the processing container
from the plurality of second gas discharging holes in the metal
cover and the plurality of third gas discharging holes in the
side cover through the second gas passage.

8. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 7, wherein the
second gas passage is a groove formed in surfaces of the metal
cover and the side cover, which are adjacent to the lid, or a
surface of the lid, which is adjacent to the metal cover and the
side cover.

9. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 7, wherein the
dielectric plate and the metal electrode are fixed on the lid by
using a screw, the metal cover and the side cover are fixed on
a main body of the lid by using a screw, the gas flow passage
comprises a third gas passage formed in an inner portion of
the screw, and the first and second gas passages are connected
to the third gas passage.

10. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 9, wherein
the first gas discharging unit comprises a plurality of fourth
gas discharging holes formed in the plurality of screws, and
the gas is introduced into the processing container from the
plurality of fourth gas discharging holes through the third gas
passages.

11. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 10, wherein
the gas conductance of the plurality of fourth gas discharging
holes is smaller than the gas conductance of the third gas
passages.

12. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 11, wherein
the fourth gas discharging hole is formed as a cylinder, and
diameters and lengths of the first, second, third and fourth gas
discharging holes are substantially the same as each other.

13. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 10, wherein
the first gas discharging holes, the second gas discharging
holes, the third gas discharging holes, and the fourth gas
discharging holes are arranged at substantially regular
pitches.

14. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 10, wherein
at least any of the first gas discharging holes, the second gas
discharging holes, the third gas discharging holes, and the
fourth gas discharging holes is formed on a convex portion
that is formed on a metal surface of at least one of the metal
electrode, the metal cover, and the side cover.

15. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 10, wherein
the gas flow passage comprises a fourth gas passage which is
formed on an inner side surface of the screw and communi-
cated with the third gas passage, and the gas that has passed
through the third gas passage is introduced into the first or
second gas passage through the fourth gas passage.
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16. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 15, wherein
the gas conductances of the first gas passage, the second gas
passage, and the third gas passage are greater than the gas
conductance of the fourth gas passage.

17. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 16, wherein
the gas conductance of the fourth gas discharging hole is
substantially the same as the gas conductance of the fourth
gas passage.

18. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 17, wherein
the fourth gas passage and the fourth gas discharging hole are
formed as cylinders, and diameter and length of the fourth gas
passage are substantially the same as the diameter and length
of the fourth gas discharging hole.

19. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 9, wherein
the gas flow passage comprises a main passage connected to
the gas supply source and a throttle portion is disposed to be
adjacent to the main gas passage so that the gas conductance
of'the third gas passage is smaller than the gas conductance of
the main gas passage.

20. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 7, wherein
the dielectric plate and the metal electrode are fixed on the lid
by using a screw and the metal cover and the side cover are
fixed on a main body of the lid by using a screw, and wherein
the gas flow passage comprises a fifth gas passage which is
formed between the screw and the lid, and the gas is intro-
duced into the plurality of first gas discharging holes and the
plurality of second gas discharging holes from the first and
second gas passages through the fifth gas passage.

21. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 20, wherein
the gas flow passage comprises a sixth gas passage which is
communicated with the fifth gas passage and a main gas
passage which is communicated with the sixth gas passage,
and the gas that has passed through the main gas passage is
introduced to the fifth gas passage through the sixth gas
passage.

22. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 21, wherein
the sixth gas passage is disposed so as to be inclined toward
the object to be processed.

23. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 21, wherein
a throttle portion is disposed to be adjacent to the main gas
passage so that the gas conductance of the sixth gas passage is
smaller than the gas conductance of the main gas passage.

24. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 6, wherein
the groove has a depth of 0.2 mm or less.

25. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 4, wherein
the gas flow passage comprises a gas passage which is formed
inside the metal cover and the side cover, and the gas is
introduced into the processing container from the plurality of
second gas discharging holes in the metal cover and the plu-
rality of third gas discharging holes in the side cover through
the gas passage.

26. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 4, wherein
the first gas discharging holes, the second gas discharging
holes, and the third gas discharging holes are arranged sub-
stantially at regular pitches.

27. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 2, wherein
the gas flow passage comprises a gas passage which is formed
inside the metal electrode, and the gas is introduced into the
processing container from the plurality of first gas discharg-
ing holes through the first gas passage.

28. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the first gas discharging unit comprises a plurality of gas
discharging holes formed in the lid that is exposed to inside of
the processing container, and the gas is introduced into the
processing container from the plurality of gas discharging
holes formed in the lid.
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29. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 28, wherein
the metal electrode is disposed on each surface of the dielec-
tric plates that face the processing container, the first gas
discharging unit comprises a plurality of first gas discharging
holes formed in the metal electrode, and the gas is introduced
into the processing container from the plurality of gas dis-
charging holes formed in the lid and the first gas discharging
holes.

30. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 29, wherein
the first gas discharging hole and the gas discharging hole
formed in the lid are formed as cylinders, and diameters and
lengths of the first gas discharging holes and the gas discharg-
ing holes formed in the 1id are substantially the same as each
other.

31. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 28, wherein
the gas flow passage comprises a gas passage which is formed
inside the lid, and the gas is introduced into the processing
container from the gas discharging holes formed in the lid
through the gas passage which is formed inside the lid.

32. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 28, wherein
the dielectric plate and the metal electrode are fixed on the lid
by using a screw, the first gas discharging unit comprises a gas
discharging hole formed in the screw, and the gas conduc-
tance of the gas discharging hole formed in the lid and the gas
conductance of the gas discharging hole formed in the screw
are substantially the same as each other.

33. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 32, wherein
the gas discharging hole formed in the screw has substantially
the same size as the gas discharging hole formed in the lid.

34. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the gas flow passage comprises a plurality of main gas pas-
sages which are formed inside the lid and a plurality of branch
gas passages which are communicated with the plurality of
main gas passage, and the plurality of main gas passages
distribute the gas into the plurality of branch gas passages.

35. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the lid comprises an upper lid and a lower lid, and the gas flow
passage comprises a main gas passage which is formed on a
boundary between the upper lid and the lower lid.

36. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 1, further
comprising a second gas discharging unit which is disposed
between a space beneath the lid and a space for receiving the
substrate in an inner space of the processing container, and
discharges a gas supplied from a gas supply source that is
different from the gas supply source toward the space for
receiving the substrate.

37. A plasma processing apparatus comprising:

a processing container which is formed of metal and

receives a substrate that is plasma-processed;

an electromagnetic wave source which supplies electro-

magnetic waves required to excite the plasma in the
processing container;

one, two, or more dielectric plates which are disposed on a

lower surface of a lid of the processing container, are
partially exposed to inside of the processing container,
and transmit the electromagnetic wave supplied from the
electromagnetic wave source to inside of the processing
container; and

a metal electrode that is provided on a lower surface of the

dielectric plate;

wherein the electromagnetic wave transmitted from the

dielectric plates is propagated along a metal surface
exposed to inside of the processing container, the metal
surface comprising a lower surface of the metal elec-
trode and a lower surface of the lid where the dielectric
plate is not disposed,
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wherein the plasma processing apparatus further com-
prises:

afirst gas supply source which supplies a first gas including
a plasma excitation gas;

a second gas supply source which supplies a desired sec-
ond gas;

a first gas discharging unit which discharges the first gas
supplied from the first gas supply source into a first space
that is an inner space of the processing container, which
is adjacent to the lower surface of the lid; and

a second gas discharging unit which discharges the second
gas supplied from the second gas supply source into a
second space that is an inner space of the processing
container formed between the first space and a space for
receiving the substrate.

38. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 37, wherein
the second gas discharging unit comprises a plurality of gas
passages passing through the inside ofthe lid and extending to
near the second space, and at least one gas discharging hole
formed in each ofthe gas passages to discharge the second gas
into the second space.

39. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 38, wherein
the plurality of gas passages comprise a first gas pipe disposed
substantially perpendicularly to the object to be processed,
and a plurality of second gas pipes that are connected to the
first gas pipe in substantially parallel with the object to be
processed.

40. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 39, wherein
the plurality of second gas pipes are disposed at substantially
regular angle intervals around the first gas pipe.
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41. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 39, wherein
a plurality of first gas pipes are arranged at regular pitches,
and four second gas pipes are connected to each of the first gas
pipes.

42. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 38, wherein
the at least one gas discharging holes are formed at regular
pitches in a surface of the plurality of second pipes, which
faces the object to be processed.

43. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 38, wherein
the plurality of gas passages comprise third gas pipes that are
disposed at a predetermined angle with respect to the object to
be processed.

44. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 43, wherein
the third gas pipes extend from a plurality of portions on the
lower surface of the lid to near the second space and, on each
of the plurality of portions, a plurality of third gas pipes are
formed in different directions to each other at substantially
regular angle intervals.

45. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 43, wherein
the gas discharging holes are formed on end portions of the
plurality of third gas pipes, and the gas discharging holes are
arranged at substantially regular pitches on a same plane that
is parallel with the object to be processed.

46. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 37, wherein
the second gas discharging unit is formed of a porous mate-
rial.

47. The plasma processing apparatus of claim 37, wherein
the second gas discharging unit is a slit-shaped opening.
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